Hearing marked by bitter d 

WASHINGTON— The “ 


last day of the House 
assination Committee’s 
public hearings on the 
murder of thp Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was marked by a bitter 
fight between the panel 
member U. S. Rep. Carl 
Stokes, D-Ohio, and 
James Lesar, legal coun- 
sel for John Ray, and 
accusations by the panel 
that the Ray brothers 
were “lying” about their 
roles in the murder. 

At one point in Fri- 
day’s hearing, Congress- 
man Stokes nearly cited 
Washington attorney 
Lesar for contempt after 


Lesar insisted he would 
not permit the committee 
to “railroad” his client 
into a so-called conspir- 
acy with his brothers. 
The Ray brothers claim 
the conspiracy was a 
“frameup” by the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. 

During his opening 
statement to the panel, 
Lesar was repeatedly in- 
terrupted by Stokes, who 
told him he was not 
entitled to any opening 
statement. 

The following exchange 
took place. 

Lesar: I am attempting 
■ • . (interrupted by 


Stokes). 

Stokes: Are you going 
to cooperate or not? 

Lesar: I object to the 
manner in which this 
committee is railroading . 

• committee is railroading 

• • • (interrupted by 
Stokes). 

Stokes: Are you going 
to cooperate or do I have 
to dismiss you from this 
proceeding? 

After the furor from 
that clash calmed, tghe 
committee continued to 
ask questions which 
Ldsar maintained had al- 
ready been answered by 
John Ray in executive 
session. Lesar said the 
questions were only 
being repeated “to humi- 
liate and harass my 

: When Stokesd demand- 

ed that Lesar ‘‘quiet., 
down,” Lesar told Stokes 


he objected to the “ridic- 
ulous” manner in which 
the investigation was 
being handled and 
accused the panel, as had 
the attorney for Jerry 
Ray on Thursday, of 
ignoring evidence that he 
said cleared his client of 
any involvement in the 
King murder. 

‘‘You're a disgrace,” 
Stokes said to Lesar. 

Outraged by the re- 
mark, Lesar appeared to 
invite Stokes for a fist- 
fight. 

“I would ask you to 
recess and step outside 
where you do not enjoy 
Congressional immun- 
ity,” Lesar said as the 
crowded hearing room 
was filled with a gasp of 
desbelief. 

When order was re- 
stored, Stokes apologized 
for calling Lesar ‘‘a 


ispute 

disgrace” and turned the 
proceeding over the Dis- 
trict of Columbis Dele- 
gate Walter Fauntroy. 

The corhmitteed then 
began to focus on what is 
being called here ‘‘the 
St. Louis conspiracy.” 
According to this theory, 
which the committee has 
accepted over 20 others, 
the Ray brothers nego- 
tiated with two now-dead 
men from South St. Louis 
to claim a $50,000 bounty 
for the death of Dr. 
King. 

The two men, John 
Kaufman and John Suth- 
erland, earlier had re- 
portedly made overtures 
to Russell G. Byers, a 
reputed St. Louis crime 
figure, for the assassina- 
tion of Dr. King, 
according to information 
(See 1st section-Page 6) 
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obtained by the commit 

tee. 

The $50,000 was never 
received by the Ray 
brothers, the committee 
contends adding that this 
explains why the brothers 
at various times prior to 
the King killing robbed 
several banks in the 
Southern Illinois, area. 
Including a bank in Alton 
on July 13, 1967. 

The Committee said 
the robberies accounted 
for the more than $6,000 
James Earl Ray spent 
between the time of his 
escape from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary and 
the time of the assassi- 
nation of Dr. King. 

But_Lesar introduced 
FBI documents which in- 
dicated that neither 
Jerry, John nor their sis- 
ter, Anna Ray Pepper, 
were suspected of com- 
mitting the Alton bank 
robbery. Lesar said he 


Mickey, 


obtained the FBI papers 
through the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

John Ray also charged 
that his conviction for 
robbery of a bank in St. 
Peters, Mo., was part of 
a framup by the FBI and 
by former Appeals Court 
Judge William H. Web- 
ster, who is now director 
of the FBI. 

John Ray claimed that 
his robbery conviction 
was secured by Webster 
in exchange for Webster 
being named head of the 
FBI. John Ray also 
charged that the princi- 
pals in the robbery were 
released shortly after 
they were convicted. 
John Ray claimed he was 
charged with and convict- 
ed of aiding and abetting 
the robbers because one 
of the men brought the 
robbery money into the 
Grapevine, a tavern Ray 
once owned in South St. 
Louis. 

He said Jerry Lee Mil- 
ler, one of the men 
convicted of the robbery, 
was promised freedom by 


the U.S. Court of 
Appeals, if he implicated 
John Ray in the robbery. 
John Ray charged that 
shortly after he was 
implicated in the St. 


Peters robbery, the U.S, 
Court of Appeals “sure 
enough reversed his (Mil- 
ler’s) conviction and (he) 
is a free man, today.” 

On Thursday, Jerry 


Ray testified that he was 
“pretty sure’’ the FBI 
was involved in the King 
killing after they seized 
records from a hotel in 
Corynth, " Miss. He 


alleged that the records 
proved that James Earl 
Ray was in Mississippi 
on April 1, 1968 — instead 
of in Atlanta. 


Italy's best export - Sophia Loren 


Along with love songs, 
sports cars and pasta she 
is Italy’s best known ex- 
port, a face as well loved 
today as twenty years 
ago. 

Her name is Sophia 
Loren and she is current- 
ly starring with John 
Cassavetes, Bruce Davi- 
son, Edward Herrmann, 
George Kennedy, Patrick 
McGoohan, Robert Vau- 
ghn and Max von Sydow 
in MGM’s “Brass Tar- 
get,” produced by Arthur 
Lewis and directed by 
John Hough. 

In an industry prone 
toward continual hyper- 
bole, Sophia Loren in- 
spires an enduring affec- 
tion. The reason is sim- 
ple. She is a lady wjth a 
warm personality, a very 


professional approach to 
her work who is always 
ready- and makes no 
unnecessary waves. She 
is eminently approachable 
to friend, fan and fellow 
worker. As one journalist 
who interviewed Sophia 
wrote, .“She appears to 
be loved by everyone 
who knows her.” 

At the age of 43 Sophia 
also appears to have 
everything she could ever 
want. An Oscar as Best 
Actress (“Two Women”) 
and numerous other 
awards acknowledging 
her acting talent and 
underlining her profes- 
sional success. Her mar- 
riage to producer Carlo 
Ponti is finally accepted 
as legal and she has tow 
children, desperately 


wanted, much loved and 
of whom she is inordi- 
- nately proud. 

But Sophia has a wis- 
dom lost to many. “If 
you think you’ve got 
everything you’re stupid. 
There’s always some- 
thing. Otherwise why do 
you live?” she asks. ■ 

“It is better to be 
content than happy. 
Being happy is momen- 
tary. Contentment means 
you have come to terms 
with yourself.” 
Contentment now does 
not mean the houses, 
furs, and jewels that once 
played an important part 
in her life. “The first 
money I earned I spent 
on my sister, then I 
bought an apartment for 
my mother, then some- 


thing else and so on, a 
car, furs, clothes and 
jewels,” she says. 

“When you learn that 
these things don’t really 
mean anything for your 
happiness you forget 
such superficialities and; 
do in your life whatever 
you feel like doing. But 
when you are still very 
young you don’t know. 
Because you are not sure 
of yourself, you’re not 
secure and you don’t* 
really know what counts S 
in your life.” i 

Being an actress doesj 
count as important in her* 
life and she is aware that! 
certain sacrifices have to* 
be made. > 

If her life is reviewed, j 
she does seem to have* 
achieved everything. 
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Egypt a free hand to 
rush to the rescue of 
Arab countries while 
boundering our own oper- 
ational freedom,” 

Under the . Isreaii ver- 
sion of “automony,” the 
West Bank-Gaza Strip 
Palestinians would only 


have the right to admi 
ister their own municif 
services. 

Basically, Palestiniai 
would be permitted 
elect governing counci 
to administer some . 
their affairs, but tl 
councils would never 1 
permitted to form a legi 
lative body with constiti 


Unity Awards in Media 
to be sponsored 


THE BROTHERS RAY — John Ray, left, and Jerry Ray in testimony before the Assassinations Committee 


Unity Awards in Med- 
ia, an annual journalism 
program sponsored by 
Lincoln University, will 
be held April 2-3 at the 
university. The program 
will include several sem- 
inars as well as an 
awards dinner to recog- 
nize contributions made 
by newspapers, maga- 
zines and radio and tele- 
vision stations in report- 
ing on problems facing 
minorities. 

Awards will be pre- 
sented in such areas as 
investigating, educational 
and political, and eco- 
nomic reporting as well 


gram is an extension of 
similar program start 
by Dr. Armistead 
Pride, professor emeri 
of the university’s jou 
alism department. 
“Unity’ Awards has b 
come the barometer 
what is or is not beii 
done by the media in tl 
area of reporting on tl 
nation’s minorities an 
disadvantaged,” says D 
James Frank, presidei 
of the university. “We 
Lincoln consider Uni 
Awards in 'Media as 
significant and integi 
part of the American .pi 
pie’s rights to be rep 


